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The more data is made 
available, more the 
interest in statistics: 

The World Bank 
indicator on statistical 
capacity has gone from 
54 to 67 in the space 
of 10 years. 

In 2012, 135 countries 
had at least two data 
sets for 16 to 22 
indicators, compared to 
four in 2003. 

Support to statistics 
around the world 
increased by 125% 
between 2008 and 
2012 (USD 2.3 billion).

As 2015 approaches, debate is intensifying within the international community on 

the remaining challenges, impact and future of the Millennium Development Goals 

(MDGs). Statisticians in Africa hope that this debate will mobilise policy makers and 

development partners to put statistics at the heart of development policy.

MDGs: WHAT ARE THE POsITIVE EFFECTs ON THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF sTATIsTICs?

In general, the MDGs have succeeded in attracting the attention of policy makers, deve-

lopment partners and the general public about the importance of having reliable, quality 

statistics in order to develop, implement and monitor development policies. Meanwhile, 

the agenda on aid effectiveness reinforces a results-driven culture and decisions based on 

facts. In this context:

•  The demand for statistics has been stimulated.

•  Support for statistics has been strengthened.

•   The need for a National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS) has been 

reinforced in all countries as a strategic response to weak statistical systems.

BUILDING ON THE EXPERIENCE OF THE MDGs 

Since 1999, the importance of national statistical systems has significantly increased in 

Africa. However, MDG monitoring has proven to be difficult and uneven in many countries. 

This is mainly due to:  

•   The «top-down» approach: development objectives and indicators have not been 

sufficiently discussed with countries in general, particularly with statisticians.

•   Weak ownership of the MDGs by countries: monitoring indicators globally has been 

managed and financed from outside the national statistical domain without links to, 

or guidance from, the NSDSs.
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UN Statistics Commission 
2013, Report of the 
Secretary-General on 
Indicators for monitoring 
the Millennium 
Development Goals

 The statistical community 
should be able to provide 
technical inputs to guide 
the formulation of the 
post-2015  framework, 
examining data 
availability, looking into 
possible data sources, 
setting definitions and 
suggesting possible 
indicators to monitor 
progress in the future.
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•   Inconsistent data: data and indicators are missing or contradictory depending on the 

source, they lack analysis and the programming of statistical operations has been 

inadequate. 

POsT-2015 ROADMAP 

An important debate on the new framework for the post-2015 development goals presents 

a prime opportunity to reinforce advocacy on statistics and play a crucial role for statisticians 

in setting future development goals. Efforts should focus on three main areas:

 

1. Engaging statisticians 

Statisticians should be involved in the preparation process of the post-2015 development 

agenda. This will lead to:

•   The forecast of measurable, realistic and appropriate goals in accordance with 

national development plans in developing countries.

•   The promotion of better governance, transparency and accountability of National 

Statistical Offices (NSOs).

•   A greater role for statisticians in the development of public policy.

2. supporting national statistical capacity

In November 2011, the international community and countries made a recommitment to 

support a global plan for statistics dubbed as BAPS, the Busan Action Plan for Statistics. It 

is important to implement this plan as soon as possible in order to:

•   Reinforce fund-raising and the implementation of National Strategies for the 

Development of Statistics (NSDS). 

•   Facilitate the coordination of statistics development partners in line with country 

strategies.
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•   Strengthen dialogues between data users and producers. Continuing demand from 

users would help increase the volume of data production and improve dissemination 

of high-quality data.

•   Promote free access to data produced in countries - open data policies.

3. Giving priority to statistics in development

Even though awareness is currently at a high level, it is still important to continue advocacy 

in order to make statistics a true development priority. The following steps are needed: 

•   Emphasise national policies (PRSPs), MDGs and statistics strategies (NSDS).

•   Consolidate the relationship between statisticians and politicians. For this, PRSPs and 

national development plans should include statistics as a key element and include 

a chapter on strengthening the National Statistical System (NSS).

   Finally, include an indicator on statistical capacity in the post-2015 agenda to further 

stimulate support to statistics.

www.paris21.org 
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