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Busan:  
A Renewed 
Action Plan for 
Statistics

In collaboration with the World Bank 

and other partners, PARIS21 proposed 

an action plan in 2011 that wil l  drive 

statistical development over the coming 

years. Timed to inform the deliberations 

at the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid 

Effectiveness (HLF-4) held in Busan, 

Korea from 29 November to 1 December 

2011, the Busan Action Plan for Statistics 

updates the priorities and work of the 
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2004 Marrakech Action Plan for Statistics. 

This renewed Action Plan proposes to 

further enable developing countries, 

providers of development co-operation, 

and other development stakeholders 

to: (i) fully integrate statistics in decision 

making , (ii) promote open access to and 

use of data, and (iii) Increase resources for 

statistical systems. An explicit reference to 

the Action Plan was included in paragraph 

18 c) of the HLF-4 Outcome Document: 

“We will partner to implement a global 

Action Plan to enhance capacity for 

statistics to monitor progress, evaluate 

impact, ensure sound, results-focused 

public sector management, and highlight 

strategic issues for policy decisions”. Over 

the coming months, the implementation 

of the Action Plan will be discussed at 

the 2012 UN Statistical Commission and 

Annual PARIS21 Meetings. More details 

are available at http://www.paris21.org/

busan-action-plan
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SICA- 
CENTROESTAD 
on the Way to  
an RSDS

When the Central American Statistical 

Commission of SICA (CENTROESTAD) 

was reactivated in 2009 and headed 

towards regular effective functioning , 

it went nearly unnoticed. At the Dakar 

Consortium in November 2009, PARIS21 

met with representatives of SICA, and it just 

seemed natural to intensify collaboration. 

When SICA-CENTROESTAD embarked 

on the process of a Regional Strategy for 
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the Development of Statistics (RSDS), 

and then identified it as an important 

respons ib i l i ty  of  i ts  newly created 

Technical Executive Committee, it came 

quietly as icing on a very promising cake. 

Good ingredients make for good recipes: 

ownership and support by the SICA 

Secretary General; commitment by all 

SICA member countries; co-ordination 

with partners such as the European 

Union, the World Bank, and the IADB; 

and trusted and long-term collaboration 

with PARIS21. CENTROESTAD is now at 

its seventh official meeting and each one 

is a further step towards the development 

of an effective regional statistical system 

in Central America. The design of the 

RSDS is about to begin. Funding has 

already been provided by the World 

Bank’s Trust Fund for Statistical Capacity 

Building (TFSCB) and by the European 

Union (PAIRCA II programme). 
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Ethiopia 
Fostering 
Statistical 
Harmonisation 
with ADP

T h e  E t h i o p i a n  Ce nt ra l  St at i s t i c a l 

Agency (CSA) has done a tremendous 

job over recent years in documenting , 

a rch i v i n g ,  a n d  d i s s e m i n at i n g  i t s 

surveys and censuses, building a strong 

partnership with the Accelerated Data 

Program (ADP). CSA utilised the Data 

Documentation Initiative (DDI) standard 

to systematically document and archive 

more than 100 of its surveys conducted 

since 1995, which are now disseminated 

through the CSA website. Through this 
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documentation process, the CSA discovered 

the need for greater statistical harmonisation 

– not only within CSA but throughout the 

National Statistical System (NSS). The CSA has 

embarked on the establishment of a National 

Question Bank which aims to be the central 

repository for survey and census guidelines, 

including concepts,  definitions, indicators, 

phrasing of questions,  and classif ications. 

This will enhance data consistency and user 

satisfaction, through increased harmonisation 

and faci l itated metadata reuse. The ADP 

is partnering with CSA on this agenda and 

progress has been impressive in 2011. The 

CSA has produced two reference documents 

which describe the standards in place. These 

documents were discussed and improved 

during a two-day national workshop with 

about 100 statisticians from 38 NSS agencies. 

Work is ongoing , and the target is to launch the 

Question Bank before June 2012 and monitor 

its impact on national statistical production 

- in accordance with the recently adopted 

Ethiopian Quality Assessment Framework. 
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South – South 
Cooperation  
in Practice  
in Africa

For several  years now, PARIS21 has 

promoted South–South co-operation. 

By faci l i tat ing the creation of such 

partnerships,  PARIS21 aims to show 

that stat ist ical  co-operation can be 

viewed differently, not merely as the 

traditional relationship of developed 

helping developing countries.  In fact, 

who better than an NSDS manager or 

NSO statist ician can advise another 
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country on designing and implementing 

an NSDS or understand the professional, 

legal, and financial constraints of another 

NSO? Who better than a neighbouring 

country can understand the local and 

cultural complexities of another country? 

When Rwanda works with its neighbour 

Burundi, it presents how it established 

a basket fund to address the issue of 

funding the NSDS. When a Ugandan 

expert shares her experience in advocacy 

and NSDS with Swaziland, two countries 

are creating linkages and forging a trusted 

relationship. When Cape Verde supports 

Guinea Bissau in its NSDS process, high-

quality assistance in the national language 

is  assured.  And when Côte d’ Ivoire 

supports CAR in finalising the NSDS 

design process, two fragile states — both 

emerging from crisis — form a valuable 

partnership. 
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Agencies Speaking 
the Same 
Language: ADP 
and FAO promo-
ting Agricultural 
Census Archiving 

The ADP is partnering with the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the 

UN (FAO) to promote best practices 

i n  d o c u m e n t i n g ,  a rc h i v i n g ,  a n d 

disseminating agricultural censuses. This 

follows recent developments led in the 

context of the International Household 

Survey Network ( IHSN) ,  with FAO 

b ack i n g  t h e  D at a  D o c u m e nt at i o n 

Initiative (DDI) standard and adapting 

IHSN guidel ines to the agr iculture 
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d o m a i n .  Two  re g i o n a l  wo rk s h o p s 

on “documentat ion,  archiv ing ,  and 

dissemination of agricultural censuses” 

were organised in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 

and in Manila, Philippines. Twenty-eight 

countries participated. These workshops 

targeted agencies not participating in the 

ADP with the objective that all recent 

African and Asian agricultural censuses 

be documented and preserved. This is 

now the case. Both workshops benefited 

from presentations by staff from national 

statistical institutes well  advanced in 

these domains and regarded as regional 

champions :  the  Eth i op i an  Centra l 

Statistical Agency (CSA), the Philippines 

Bureau of Agricultural Statistics (BAS), 

and the Philippines National Statistical 

O ff i ce  ( N S O ) .  T h e  b e n ef i t s  a n d 

challenges associated with microdata 

dissemination were discussed. Feedback 

from participants was excellent; with 

some follow-up action implemented at 

the national level in several countries.
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Peru:  
A Strong 
Dynamic in 
Statistics

Peru has launched the design of its second 

National Strategy for the Development of 

Statistics, covering the period 2013-2017. 

On this occasion and with the support of 

PARIS21, the National Statistical Institute 

(INEI) convened a special event which 

brought together users and producers 

from the entire National  Stat ist ical 

System as well as representatives from 

international organisations to share best 
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international practices and a statistical 

vision for the future. The new NSDS — 

to be designed through a participatory 

process involving the key actors of the 

National Statistical System — will aim not 

only to produce all the data necessary 

to formulate, implement, and monitor 

national development policies but also 

to respond to regional and international 

commitments. Since its implementation 

is linked to the funding of its action plans, 

the NSI and the Agency for International 

Cooperation (APCI) created an official 

platform for co-ordination and dialogue 

with technical and financial partners 

involved in statistics. PARIS21’s experience 

in the creation of national partnerships 

proved to be valuable in this initiative 

and the Grupo Tematico Sectorial – 

Estadistico (GTS) was officially created 

in September 2011.
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Six Pacific Islands 
Embark on  
NSDSs with 
PARIS21 and SPC

Through a  very c lose partnership , 

PARIS21  —  thanks  to  a  dedicated 

AusAID grant — and SPC (Secretariat 

of the Pacific Community) have started 

to provide support to 6 of the 22 

countries and territories of the Pacific 

region: Fiji , Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 

Solomon Islands, Tonga, and Vanuatu. 

The support provided on the design 

and implementation of NSDS in the six 
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countries is in line with the objectives 

of the Ten-Year Pacific Statistics Strategy 

(2011-2020) and in particular with the 

objective of establishing governance 

structures to guide national statistical 

development and to develop national 

statistical plans over a 10-year period. 

Preparation work has started in the 6 

countries, including positive discussions 

with technical and financial partners. 

Noteworthy developments have taken 

place, walking the talk of statistics: solid 

political and financial support in Vanuatu 

(NSDS roadmap to be ready in March 

2012); strong political support at PM level 

in Samoa (NSDS strategy to be validated 

soon) and Tonga (NSDS roadmap to 

be ready by June 2012); the National 

Executive Council of PNG having officially 

endorsed the NSDS process and itemised 

it into their 2012 national budget. NSDS 

roadmaps for Fiji and Solomon Islands 

should be designed soon. 
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ADP facilita-
ting high level 
expertise  
sharing within 
the Philippines 
National 
Statistical 
System for 
increased 
transparency
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The Accelerated Data Program (ADP) is 

supporting major Philippine statistical 

agencies in the establishment of their 

survey and census data documentation 

and archive through a comprehensive 

capacity-building plan.  The National 

Statistics Office (NSO), the Bureau of 

Agricultural Statistics (BAS) and the Bureau 

of Labor and Employment Statist ics 

(BLES) have already institutional ized 

and operationalized their national data 

archive (NADA) and two more agencies, 

namely Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas and 

Food and Nutrition Research Institute 

(FNRI), will be putting up their NADA in 

2012.  A total of 123 surveys were already 

documented, archived and disseminated. 

 

U s e rs  c a n  n ow  b row s e  t h ro u g h 

comprehensive microdata catalogs and 

request access to the information they 

need.  This program benefits from the 

involvement of the National Statistical 

Coordination Board (NSCB), the highest 

PARIS21

Success Stories: Top 10 of 2011



policy-making and coordinating body 

on statistical matters in the Philippines.  

It  serves as the overal l  coordinating 

body in the implementation of the 

NSCB Resolution No. 10, Series of 2010 

“Enjoining Agencies in the Phil ippine 

Stat i st ica l  System to  Arch ive  and 

Document Microdata Using International 

Standards” towards the realization of the 

Government’s vision to provide adequate, 

relevant, reliable, timely and accessible 

statistical information and services to the 

public.  As a result, 10 new agencies have 

undergone orientation and training on 

microdata management.  These activities 

benefit from expertise sharing within 
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the Philippine Statistical System – with 

other national statistical agencies being 

exposed to these techniques by the NSO 

and BAS notably.

 

More recently and in l ine with their 

overall thrust on transparency and user 

oriented agenda, BAS and BLES have been 

facing an increased demand for access to 

microdata. ADP has partnered with NSO 

to provide the expertise required on 

microdata anonymization so that these 

new demands could be met with the 

highest quality standards.  Related to this, 

the NSCB issued Resolution No. 5, Series 

of 2011 as guide to agencies to ensure the 

high quality standards of their microdata 

files/public use files.
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Viet Nam:  
A Light Touch 
with a Heavy 
Impact

PARIS21’s success in promoting NSDS 

manifests itself most clearly when a 

country approaches the Secretariat for 

guidance on a process that they have 

launched and led themselves .  Such 

was the case in Viet Nam. In late 2009, 

the country’s General Statistics Office 

(GSO) asked PARIS21 for its feedback on 

a roadmap that national consultants had 

drafted for the design of their strategy. 
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A year later, PARIS21 participated in a 

stakeholder workshop hosted by the 

GSO to discuss progress in strategy 

preparation. Then, on 18 October 2011, 

the Prime Minister of Viet Nam signed 

a decis ion approving the Viet Nam 

Statistical Development Strategy (VSDS) 

for the period 2011 – 2020 and vision to 

2030. The endorsement of the strategy 

at such a high political level sent a strong 

message of national ownership of the 

country’s statistical development. The 

VSDS was formally launched at a seminar 

in Hanoi that PARIS21 helped organise and 

at which the GSO distributed advocacy 

materials that they had produced with 

PARIS21 support. The VSDS has been 

designed for the entire national statistical 

system and an advisory group of aid 

providers was also engaged in discussions 

to co-ordinate their support within the 

framework of the VSDS. 
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Opening Up  
the Books: 
From PRESS 
to CRESS

To plan the activit ies as well  as the 

development of their statistical system, 

developing country statistical managers 

need to have a detailed knowledge of 

financial support to the system. Such 

information can help identify neglected 

sectors ,  measure the funding gap, 

and eliminate potential duplication of 

development interventions.  PARIS21 

provides a snapshot of support to 

s t at i s t i c a l  c a p a c i t y  d e ve l o p m e nt 

worldwide through its Partner Report 
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on Support to Statistics (PRESS), which 

collects data from external providers of 

development co-operation. Based on 

the PRESS experience conducted at the 

international level, PARIS21 encouraged 

the launching in 2011 of a pilot exercise 

named CRESS (Country Report on 

Support to Statistics) at the country 

level. The CRESS is an initiative led by the 

country to gather all data relating to the 

funding of the National Statistical System 

(NSS), whether deriving from domestic 

resources or external aid. The ultimate 

objective is to improve efficiency of 

the NSS through better information 

sharing and co-ordination. The PRESS 

is an important initial  input into the 

CRESS, which is itself an important input 

into NSDS design, in particular into its 

budgeted Action Plan. In 2011, PARIS21 

supported the national statistical offices 

of Cameroon, Ethiopia,  Malawi,  and 

Senegal in launching CRESS activities. All 

the countries showed strong interest, and 

relevant co-ordination was established to 

push the initiative forward.
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