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A Strong Sustainable National Statistical System 
(NSS) Supports National Development in Bermuda

“A National Statistical System 
helps Bermuda achieve 
its goals by providing the 
information needed to make 
evidence-based policies and 
decisions.

As Premier responsible for 
the governance of the Island, 
I know that sound statistical 
data is an indispensable tool to 
helping the government clarify 
what’s going on and shape 
solutions for a better Bermuda.

In light of the challenges we 
face as a country...we must 
embrace a collective effort to 
collaborate.”

The Hon. L. Craig Cannonier, JP, MP 

Premier of Bermuda



BERMUDA’S 
NATIONAL 
STATISTICAL 
SYSTEM (NSS)
The NSS in Bermuda is decentralized. The Bermuda Government 
Department of Statistics (DOS) which is mandated under the Statistics 
Act 2002 is at the hub of the Bermuda NSS. The Director of Statistics is 
empowered to collect a wide range of economic, demographic and social 
data to serve the statistical needs of the Island. 

A well managed and coordinated NSS must be built in a sustainable 
manner to meet the development agenda of the Bermuda Government. 
Collaboration amongst all the key stakeholders in the NSS is coordinated 
by the DOS for the delivery of sound, good quality economic, social, 
demographic and environmental statistics. This provides for a 
comprehensive and sustainable NSS. 

Bermuda’s NSS comprises three broad stakeholder groups:

DATA
PRODUCERS

DATA
SUPPLIERS

DATA
USERS



WHO ARE THE DATA PRODUCERS?

• The Government is the largest data-producing entity.
• In this regard, Government Ministries, Departments and Agencies 

(MDA) collect, compile and produce administrative economic, 
demographic, social and environmental data.

• The data produced by each MDA generally stems from the mandate 
of the particular MDA with some MDAs governed by their own 
specific legislation and regulations.

WHO ARE THE DATA SUPPLIERS?

• Businesses, households and individuals are the key data suppliers in 
the NSS.

• MDAs also are suppliers of data.
• Data suppliers usually provide statistical data and information 

during the undertaking of business and household surveys whether 
annual, quarterly or monthly surveys.

WHO ARE THE DATA USERS?

• The statistical data and information produced and supplied 
in Bermuda are used widely by the Government, businesses, 
academia, researchers, analysts, regional and international 
organizations, other private sector entities, the media and the 
general public.  

• Statistics are a public good.
• Data users are the ones who create the demand for statistics.

The broad stakeholder groups in the NSS comprise both internal and 
external stakeholders. The DOS is mandated to maximize the organization 
of statistics to align the demand and the supply of statistical data across 
all sectors.



The Department of Statistics is the Coordinator 
of Bermuda’s National Statistical System



The strength and robustness of the Bermuda NSS is dependent on 
each stakeholder entity collaborating in alignment with international 
standards and best practices to produce high quality statistics for 
informed decision-making and to support policymaking.

The various roles of the NSS key stakeholders include:

1. The Department of Statistics steered by the Statistics Act 2002 
is responsible for the undertaking of all national surveys and 
censuses for the collection of data and delivery of official 
statistics. 

2. The Department of Statistics aims to promote an integrated 
scheme of economic, social and environment statistics. 

3. Other Government Ministries and Departments collect, compile 
and disseminate official statistics under their remit to serve the 
government, economy and the public with data and information 
for policy evaluation.

4. The Bermuda Monetary Authority is responsible for banking 
supervision and compiles and publishes money and banking 
statistics.

5. The cooperative support from the general public is critically 
needed to provide accurate data and information when asked to 
participate in censuses and surveys.

Users of statistics have the responsibility of advancing a correct 
interpretation and understanding of statistics.

Stakeholders in the National Statistical System (NSS)

Government 
Ministries,

Departments 
& Agencies Private Sector 

Entities

General
Public

Department of 
Statistics



A broad international consensus is that quality statistics are necessary 
for enabling an environment for national development. Therefore an 
NSDS is needed to provide Bermuda with a strategy for strengthening 
statistical capacity across its entire National Statistical System (NSS). 

As a strategic plan, the NSDS supports the production of better 
statistics for better policies for better country outcomes.  The NSDS 
reflects where the NSS should be in five to 10 years and sets milestones 
for getting there through a series of steps starting from the design of 
a roadmap to the elaboration of action plans. The NSDS focuses on 
the development and coordination of statistical and capacity building 
activities to strengthen a culture of evidence-based policy making. 

An NSDS is important because:
1. It ensures that development policies and planning are driven 

by comprehensive, high quality data from MDA’s and other 
sectors.

2. It helps target economic, social and environmental needs so 
that the Government’s commitment to the people of Bermuda 
is met.

A NATIONAL 
STRATEGY 
FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF STATISTICS 
(NSDS)



Why Bermuda Needs a Strong 
Sustainable National Statistical System

“Establishing a culture of evidence-based 
policy and decision making is simply good 
governance, and will ultimately enhance 
the delivery of Government programmes 
and services. 

Collaboration and partnering is critical 
in the collection, analysis and production 
of quality data that support sound policy 
development. However, it is important for 
us to recognize that Bermuda’s National 
Statistical System comprises not just the 
Department of Statistics, but will also 
require the full participation of every 
provider and user of data.”

Dr. Derrick Binns

Secretary to the Cabinet



The Government’s operating vision is to achieve social and economic 
equity for all Bermudians, leaving no one behind. It endeavours to 
accomplish this through initiatives such as: sustainable economic 
growth, job creation, revitalizing the tourism industry, strengthening 
the regulatory environment for a changing labour market, safer 
communities, improved transportation system and affordable health 
care.

The delivery of quality statistics from data producers such as 
Government Ministries, Departments and Agencies is critical for 
building a sustainable National Statistical System.

GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to promote and 
strengthen the 
economy, create 
jobs, and enhance 
business sectors

cost of living, gross 
domestic product, 
income, job security

per capita income, 
median income, 
employment, 
unemployment, 
inflation rate

ECONOMY  

GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to ensure every 
person has 
affordable housing 
and adequate shelter

affordable housing, 
home ownership, 
homeless 
population, housing 
for elderly and 
disabled

number of home 
owners, rest home 
facilities, number of 
homeless persons

HOUSING



GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to promote and 
protect the physical, 
psychological and 
social well being of 
the community

public health 
awareness, chronic 
diseases, access to 
health services

health education, 
affordable medical 
and healthcare, care 
giving facilities

HEALTH

GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to protect and 
promote the social 
well being of families

marriages, divorces, 
single parent homes

first time marriages, 
divorces rates, 
trends in single 
parent homes

FAMILY

GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to raise the quality 
of teaching and 
learning

school enrollment, 
educational 
qualifications and 
performance, access 
to higher education

graduation rates, 
total students 
entering college, 
academic 
qualifications of 
population

EDUCATION



GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to protect and 
enhance the welfare 
of the community

law enforcement, 
correctional 
institutional 
population, safety in 
neighbourhoods

community policing 
and awareness, 
crime rates against 
person and property

SAFETY

GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to protect and 
enhance the 
environment for 
sustainability

pollution, clean 
water, green space, 
parks and recreation, 
biodiversity, 
recycling

water supply, 
protected land areas, 
generation of waste, 
air emissions

ENVIRONMENT

GOAL FOCUS STATISTICS

to ensure efficient 
management of 
public infrastructure 
for the community

public 
transportation, safe 
bridges and docks, 
sanitation works

number of private 
cars and public 
buses, solid waste 
services

INFRASTRUCTURE



1. Facilitates Government’s attention on the allocation of 
financial resources by sector.

2. Monitors and evaluates the success of Government’s policies 
and programmes.

3. Informs decisions about national planning and policies.
4. Allows for trend analysis over time and to forecast future 

outcomes.
5. Provides for regional and international comparisons.
6. Facilitates transparency and accountability in designing 

policies.
7. Measures a population’s well-being.
8. Promotes evidence-based decision making.

The Important Uses of Statistics



BERMUDA
BRIEF 
STATISTICAL 
COUNTRY 
PROFILE 
2012 DATA

Measure Indicator

Population (2010 Census) 64,237

Sex Ratio 90.59 (males per 100 females)

Life Expectancy (male) 77.24 years

Life Expectancy (female) 82.40 years

Birth Rate 10.0 per 1,000 population

Death Rate 6.5 per 1,000 population

GDP Growth Rate -1.4%

Rate of Inflation 2.4%

Total Filled Jobs 35,443

Unemployment Rate 8%

Visitor Arrivals 610,325



Monthly •	 Consumer Price Index
•	 Retail Sales Index

Quarterly
•	 Balance of Payments and International Investment 

Position
•	 Quarterly Bulletin of Statistics

Annually

•	 Bermuda Digest of Statistics
•	 Bermuda Facts and Figures
•	 Employment Briefs
•	 Environmental Statistics Compendium
•	 Bermuda Labour Market Indicators
•	 Labour Force Survey Executive Report
•	 Bermuda Gross Domestic Product
•	 Tourism Satellite Account Report
•	 Information and Communications Technology Report

Censuses 
and 

Surveys 

•	 Survey of Construction Projects
•	 Hotel Employment Survey
•	 Annual Employment Survey
•	 Annual Economic Activity Survey
•	 Quinquennial Census of Population and Housing 
•	 Decennial Household Expenditure Survey
•	 Ad Hoc Adult Literacy and Life-Skills Survey

Ad Hoc 
Reports

•	 Emigration: Bermuda’s Qualified Human Capital Takes 
Flight

•	 Personal and Household Income
•	 Education: Springboard to Employment and Higher 

Earnings
•	 The Changing Face of Bermuda’s Seniors
•	 Low Income Thresholds – A Study of Bermuda 

Households in Need
•	 Literacy in Bermuda
•	 Young Bermudian Adults and Literacy

Statistical Work Programme



Bermuda Government
Department of Statistics

Mission
“We are committed to collecting, processing, analyzing and 
providing a body of statistical information that is relevant, 

timely, accurate and reliable for distribution to Government and 
the general public.”

Organizational Values
Professionalism

Integrity
Accuracy and accessibility

Communication
Competence

This informational booklet has been prepared in collaboration with PARIS21
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