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Event Summary 
 
The event, Moving from Data Revolution to Data Solutions, included three sessions with presentations 
by PARIS21, Data2X, and Open Data Watch. It took place on Saturday, March 5th, 2016 at the Ford 
Foundation in New York, as a side-event during the 47th session of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission, with 124 chief statisticians, members of international organizations, and others attending.  
 
In session one PARIS21 described a process for matching the needs of statistical systems with a growing 
pool of innovative solutions. The supply side was presented in terms of an innovation “inventory.” The 
need to bring the demand side of the innovation process and match the demand to the supply was 
emphasized during the presentation. There are a multitude of assessment frameworks designed to 
measure the capacity needs of statistical systems. However, these assessments vary in scope and focus, 
and, although they provide a diagnostic tool, they do not match areas where capacity is needed with 
innovative practices through a common business practice model. The presentation proposed using the 
Generic Activity Model for Statistical Offices (GAMSO) developed by the UNECE as a common 
conceptual model that can match innovations with needs and serve as a common currency or exchange 
media for an innovation marketplace. The PARIS21 Innovations Market is a cross-over tool that takes the 
challenges facing statistical systems evident in the assessments and connects them with the solutions in 
the Innovations Inventory. The Innovations Market can also serve as a consultation tool during the 
process of developing a National Strategy for the Development of Statistics (NSDS). 
 
Session two opened with a presentation of the work of Data2X and its partners to identify and fill global 
gender data gaps. Two of Data2X’s partnerships have made great headway since they were launched in 
late 2014. Data2X, the ILO, FAO, and World Bank have come together to build operational definitions of 
women and men’s subsistence production in agriculture. The 2013 International Conference on Labor 
Statisticians changed definitions of work and employment and created the risk of small-scale or 
subsistence agriculture – disproportionately women’s work – going unmeasured. While the new 
guidelines are clear, measurement challenges arise over how paid and unpaid work in agriculture varies 
by seasons, shocks, interpretation of work, and other factors. No single definition may fit each country 
or regional context. The second partnership highlighted the importance of making sure all people count. 
Data2X is working to address the gender dimensions of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics (CRVS) 
systems in both Africa and Asia-Pacific, which are crucial for providing access to banking, health, and 
other social services. Setting up equitable CRVS systems – by addressing legal, social, and economic 
barriers women face in accessing them – is part of progressively moving toward a more equal society. 
 
Session three concluded the event with a brief presentation on Open Data Watch’s recently launched 
Open Data Inventory (ODIN) showing how open data from national statistical offices (NSOs) are. Under 
the premise that NSOs should be the central repository of all official statistics, ODIN assesses 20 data 
categories according to 10 elements of data coverage and openness in 125 countries. Virtually all NSOs 
make data available online. The scores show that there are large differences in the kind of data, the 
amount of data, and the openness of data available on NSO websites. ODIN found that economic 
statistics score highest overall. Among the lowest scoring data categories are poverty, gender, and 
environmental statistics. Many countries have not yet taken the steps necessary to make their data truly 
open. However, country incomes correlated only slightly with ODIN scores, showing that even with 
limited resources, NSOs can support open data dissemination programs.  


