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Established in 1999 by the European Commission,  
International Monetary Fund, Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development, United Nations and 
World Bank, the Partnership in Statistics for Development 
in the 21st Century (PARIS21) is a global partnership that 
seeks to improve evidence-based decision making for 
sustainable development. Demand for quality data is  
increasing across all levels of society. PARIS21 is  
responding to this by strengthening national and  
regional statistical systems through better statistical  
capacities and promoting the wider use of statistics. 

The PARIS21 Secretariat is hosted by the Organisation  
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  
Its work is guided by a board of international  
stakeholders from developing countries, bilateral  
donors, multilateral institutions and other key partners.

PARIS21 works in more than 90 countries across  
Africa, Asia-Pacific, Central Europe and Latin America 
and the Caribbean on projects including:

• strengthening statistical systems
• developing innovative tools for statistics
• advocating for statistics

More information on key stakeholders
www.paris21.org/Country-Activities



PARIS21 Activities Worldwide

Central EuropeAfricaLatin America and Caribbean Asia-Pacific

“Good data and statistics are 
indispensable for informed 
decision-making by all actors 
in society.”

Ban Ki-moon
Former Secretary-General
United Nations
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Strengthening statistical systems
PARIS21 works with countries  
and partners to strengthen the 
statistical systems of developing 
countries. This covers a range of 
programmes; such as assisting  
with the development and review  
of National Strategies for the  
Development of Statistics (NSDS) 
and Regional Strategies for the 
Development of Statistics (RSDS), 
conducting peer reviews of   
national statistical systems (NSS), 
encouraging user/producer  
dialogues and providing advice  
on institutional reform.

NSDS

An NSDS provides a country  
with a five to ten year strategy for 
developing statistical capacity across 
the entire NSS and responding to na-
tional and international data demands. 
To promote the use of a country-led 
NSDS, the Secretariat actively:

• supports countries in NSDS  
 advocacy, design, implementation,  
 and monitoring processes through  
 roadmaps, action plans,  
 validation workshops, resource  
 mobilisation, mid-term reviews  
 or final evaluations and  
 advocacy documents

• provides on-demand technical  
 advisory services in various  
 fields including the establish- 
 ment of National Statistical  
 Councils and capacity building

•  provides specific support to  
 low-income, fragile/crisis states,  
 and small island developing  
 states

PARIS21 undertakes an annual 
worldwide monitoring of the  
development and implementation  
of these strategies.
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http://www.paris21.org/NSDS


RSDS

PARIS21 also supports the  
development of RSDSs whereby 
countries can collectively prepare 
an action plan that allows them  
to meet regional integration  
policy and development  
agenda requirements.

NSS peer reviews and  
assessments 

PARIS21 facilitates south-south 
learning in statistical development 
through a peer review mechanism. 
Peer reviews focus on NSS govern-
ance and its organisation, strategic 
planning, service to users, fund-
ing, and sustainability. Peer review 
teams typically include both senior 
statisticians and senior policy  
makers from two other countries. 
NSS assessments identify the  
necessary statistics and  
infrastructure a country needs to 
develop its NSS in support of  
good governance and sound  
decision making.

 

Stakeholder dialogue

Open dialogue between data  
producers and users is key to  
ensure that government produced 
data is properly understood and  
ultimately used. This use of the 
data can ultimately improve  
sustainable development.  
It may be the media working  
with statisticians to better  
communicate on government  
produced data, or university  
students learning about statistical 
development or even statistical 
offices integrating new  
technologies from the private  
sector. PARIS21 works to facilitate 
such dialogue so that both users 
and producers share a common  
understanding of the importance  
of statistics for development.

Institutional reform

Improving statistics entails a co-
ordinated approach to statistical 
development across the entire  
government. PARIS21 provides  
advice on institutional reform from 
the development and revision of 
a country’s statistical law to the 
reform of statistical institutions. 
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Developing innovative tools for statistics

Increasing demands for high-quality and timely data require new solutions. 
PARIS21 has developed a number of innovative tools to help countries 
respond to the changing data ecosystem.
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The Platform for Innovations  
in Statistics (PISTA) is an online 
platform that collects information 
worldwide on innovations and  
statistical capacity in official  
statistics. The goal is to have 
NSSs increasingly adopt  
innovative approaches to  
statistical development by  
systematically matching  
identified challenges to  
potential solutions.

The Advanced Data Planning Tool 
(ADAPT) helps data producers in 
the NSS consult, cost and chart 
indicators as defined by their 
national development plan. It helps 
countries meet the demands  
of monitoring the Sustainable  
Development Goals (SDGs)  
whilst integrating national and  
international development  
priorities, including the NSDS.  

More information on ADAPT:
www.paris21.org/adapt

More information on PISTA:
www.pista.paris21.org

www.paris21.org/adapt
www.pista.paris21.org


Advocating for statistics

Effective advocacy for statistics is crucial as evidence-based decision mak-
ing and proper financing is necessary for the long-term development of NSSs. 
PARIS21 is positioned to undertake advocacy at the international and regional 
levels and to provide support and access to advocacy materials for partners in 
the NSS. 

Value and use of statistics
Statistical literacy - Data Visualisation Toolkit 

PARIS21 is working to deepen the understanding and use of official statistics.  
Within this context PARIS21 has developed a data visualisation training toolkit to  
increase skills for the effective dissemination and use of statistics. This toolkit  
promotes statistical literacy, verifies that statistical materials target the right  
audiences and ensures that citizens better understand statistical information.

Measuring the value and impact of statistics

The need to measure the value of official statistics has become ever more apparent  
in times when National Statistical Offices (NSOs) face tight budget constraints,  
in particular in developing countries. To maintain relevance, NSOs need to  
convincingly communicate their added value. PARIS21 has pioneered several  
methodologies, including the analysis of school league tables in the UK,  
to convincingly quantify the return on investment in official statistics. 

Use and literacy indicators

Under the guidance of an international task force, PARIS21 has developed  
methodologies measuring statistical literacy and the use of statistics in national  
newspaper archives. The Secretariat collects and processes live RSS feeds of the  
top five national newspapers in 121 developing countries and searches for keywords 
relating to statistics. This work is intended to measure statistical literacy through the 
public’s use of statistical information.
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More information on ADAPT:
www.paris21.org/adapt

http://www.paris21.org/DataVis
http://www.paris21.org/literacy
www.paris21.org/adapt


Funding for Statistics – How much financial support is 
available to produce more and better data?  

PARIS21 is the leader in advocating for the financial support of statistics 
worldwide. Through the Partner Report on Support to Statistics (PRESS), 
PARIS21 has measured international support for statistics since 2008 
while the Country Report on Support to Statistics (CRESS) documents 
the amount of resources a specific country mobilises for its own statistical 
activities. This information is important for donors and countries alike to 
better measure and monitor progress in statistical capacity.

PRESS

In light of this goal, PARIS21 publishes the PRESS on an annual basis. This report 
presents data on technical and financial commitments to statistical development 
worldwide and has proven to be a valuable tool for facilitating donor co-ordination on 
funding for statistics. 

CRESS

The objective of the CRESS is to provide donors and national policy makers with infor-
mation on the amount of domestic and international resources available for statistical 
development. In turn, this is intended to help countries co-ordinate projects around 
data production and better measure subsequent results and impact.

www.paris21.org
contact@paris21.org

@ContactPARIS21

ContactPARIS21

www.soundcloud.com/paris21-datatalk

www.youtube.com/user/PARIS21OECD

2016 PRESS Highlights

(USD millions)

$470m
Total financial  
support to statistics

0.25%
Share of Official  
Development  
Assistance dedicated 
to statistics (USD millions)

$141m
Demographic & social 
statistics received the 
most support

72%
Percent of  
commitments  
from top 5  
providers

http://www.paris21.org/PRESS
http://www.paris21.org/CRESS

