
 

 

Statisticians call for new partnerships in data 
production and use 

 
Statisticians should embrace the changing landscape of data and forge new partnerships with users. This was one 
of the main conclusions from a meeting that PARIS21 organised on the 23rd of February 2013 in the margins of 
the 44th Session of the UN Statistical Commission in New York. 
 
In his opening remarks at the meeting Bridging the User-Producer Divide: Statistical Capacity Development in a 
Post Busan World, Mr. Johannes Jütting, Manager of the PARIS21 Secretariat, said: “The amount of meaningful 
data in low-income developing countries is still a problem. It seems increasingly unlikely that the conventional 
model of statistical production in developing countries will be able to respond to all these emerging demands, 
even more so as their national statistical systems are currently heavily under-funded and their human resources 
are scarce.” 
 
The meeting, which was attended by 75 participants, aimed to take a fresh look at the possibilities to adapt the 
existing institutional framework of how producers and users of statistics should engage from data production to 
dissemination to its final use. During the discussions, participants highlighted that recent developments show 
that conventional understanding of a two-dimensional matrix – national statistical offices on one side of the table 
and policy makers on the other – needs to be reconfigured into a multi-stakeholder framework covering official 
and non-official producers as well as the whole spectrum of users, with adapted statistical literacy programmes 
targetting the latter. 
 
In this context, Dr. Jose Ramon G. Albert, Secretary-General of the National Statistical Coordination Board of the 
Phillipines, said that the statistical community “needs a new paradigm, new partnerships but there must be 
accountability. If we are unable to defend our numbers, we lose credibility.” This new paradigm for collaboration 
must recognise that all partners are data users and data producers to varying degrees. Statisticians must convince 
the private sector to join this new partnership to ensure, inter alia, that emerging sources such as Big Data are 
appropriately integrated with official statistics so that users get the information they need. 
 
The discussions concluded with emphasis on the importance of the Busan Action Plan for Statistics, for which 
PARIS21 has been mandated as the Secretariat, and its potential to offer a useful framework to rethink how data 
users and producers can engage more effectively in view of making statistics more relevant, accessible, and useful 
and thereby attract more resources for their production. 
 
The PARIS21 meeting in New York was organised in the framework of the International Year of Statistics 2013. 
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